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Doctoral Student and Professor Develop a Novel Sustainability Assessment Tool 

Ryan Schweitzer and Professor James Mihelcic developed a tool for rural water systems. 

 
TAMPA, Fla (March 8, 2013) – Ryan Schweitzer, a doctoral student in environmental engineering, has 

developed an assessment tool to evaluate the sustainability of community-managed rural water 

systems.  The tool is novel because it focuses specifically on the community management during the 

post-construction phase. 

 

Intended to characterize the specific needs of communities, the tool examines eight indicators that will 

categorize the level of sustainability from unlikely to possible to likely. Schweitzer and Professor James 

Mihelcic, director of the USF Peach Corps Master’s International Program in Civil and Environmental 

Engineering, have tested the tool in rural communities in the Dominican Republic.  More information 

about the research can be found on WASH Research News  .

Ryan spent the fall semester in The Hague, Netherlands, collaborating with the IRC International Water 

and Sanitation Center on evaluating their WASHCost data.  WASHCost is a five-year action research 

program that gathers information related to the true costs of providing water, sanitation, and hygiene 

services from implementation through post-construction.  Click here for more information on 

WASHCost  .

 
-USF- 

 
The University of South Florida is a high-impact, global research university dedicated to student success. USF is 
classified by the Carnegie Foundation for the Advancement of Teaching in the top tier of research universities, a 
distinction attained by only 2.2 percent of all universities. The Carnegie Foundation also classifies USF as a 
community engaged university. It is ranked 44th in total research expenditures and 34th in federal research 
expenditures for public universities by the National Science Foundation. The USF System has an annual budget of 
$1.5 billion, an annual economic impact of $3.7 billion, and serves 47,000 students in Tampa, St. Petersburg, 
Sarasota-Manatee and Lakeland. 

 

http://washresearch.wordpress.com/
http://www.washcost.info/page/2355

